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750 N Lincoln Memorial Dr, Ste 422
Paralyzed Veterans of America Milwaukee, Wi 53202

Office Hours

. : Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
WISCOHSIn Chapter Friday 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

O (414)328-8910
A N info@wisconsinpva.org
.ri @ https://wisconsinpva.org/
_ (0

Brenda Stencil
National Service Officer
(Accredited VA Benefits Specialist)

®ee¢ Vaterans

eee CrisisLine

DIAL 988 then PRESS @

5400 W. National Ave.

Milwaukee, W1 53214

(414) 902-5655

Please call for hours and to set up an appt.

SPINAL CORD INJURY SERVICE INFORMATION

These resources are available statewide to all qualified Wisconsin residents.
Please call (414) 384- 2000 or (888) 469-6614 and the extension listed below for

services.

Department / Office Extension Department / Office Extension
General information 41230 Prosthetics 42608
Triage 45845 Recreation Therapy 41256/41245/41258
SCI Clinical Appointments 41230 VA Van Travel 42056
Physical Therapy 41126 Patient Advocate 42604
Occupational Therapy 41126 Badger Team (Social Worker) 41841
Pharmacy 42083 Packer Team (Social Worker) 42244
Admissions ER 41885/41886  Packer & Badger RN 41236

Wisconsin VAMC
Iron Mountain Debra Pate (906) 774-3300 ext. 31378
Madison Heather Rehm ((608) 256-1901 ext. 18095

Tomah Kristin Holloway (608) 372-3971 ext. 61548
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S
REPORT

Before | get down to business, | wanted to take a moment to wish everyone a Happy Fourth of July!
This year is especially significant as our nation commemorates the 250th anniversary of the signing
of the Declaration of Independence—a historic milestone that invites us to reflect on the courage,
sacrifice, and enduring spirit that has shaped the United States over the past two and a half
centuries. As we gather with family, friends, and fellow Americans, let us honor those who have
defended our freedoms, remember the values that unite us, and take pride in the remarkable
legacy of our nation.

Members & Supporters:

Programmatically, many of our 2026 events have already come and gone, while planning for our
remaining events is either complete or well underway. These programs remain central to our
mission and provide critical opportunities for engagement, wellness, recreation, and community
building.

With regard to membership, we continue to see strong growth in recruitment, due in large part to
the outstanding work of our National Service Officer, Brenda. For outreach this quarter, we will
have a booth at EAA AirVenture in Oshkosh from July 20-26, providing another valuable
opportunity to connect with veterans, supporters, and members of the public.

Operationally, we have continued making meaningful improvements to enhance both efficiency
and accessibility. Our website has been updated with new content and functionality, with
additional enhancements scheduled for the coming quarter. To make information easier to find,
policies for each program are now located directly alongside the corresponding application/form.
With that project complete, our focus is shifting to updating our employment and human resources
manual, as well as developing standard operating procedures for day-to-day tasks that do not
already have documented processes. These efforts will help ensure consistency, accuracy, and
smoother transitions in the future.

iN J

This quarter, we also undertook a major records management project, digitizing years of historical
files and records to improve organization, accessibility, and long-term preservation. As the fiscal
year gets closer to its end, we are focused on finishing strong. It has been wonderful speaking with
many of you and seeing some of you at our events throughout the year. | remain grateful for the
continued support of our Board of Directors, staff, volunteers, and members as we work together
to advance our mission and serve those who rely on us every day.

Thank you for your continued support, commitment, and dedication to PVA-WI and the veterans
we proudly serve.

Respectfully,
Matt Seidl
. Executive Director




DO YOU WANT TO JOIN THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND
MAKE A MEANINGFUL IMPACT ON OUR ORGANIZATION’S
GOVERNANCE?

PVA-WI is currently accepting nominations for its Board of Directors through July 31, 2026.
Election ballots will be mailed to life members in early August for their consideration and selection.

Vice President Scott Griffith, Government/Relations Director Christina Baurichter, and Board Members
Michael Thomas and Angela Walker are up for re-election as their terms conclude on September 30,
2026.

Nominations now being accepted: July 31, 2026 deadline

If you are considering running for an open position, you must successfully complete PVA National’s
certification process and be certified by their secretary. Your name can still be placed on the ballot if the
secretary has not certified you. However, you cannot assume an elected position until you have been
certified.

The certification process is very simple, and several of the documents you may have already provided
during the membership application process.

Certification requires:
« Certification of Membership Eligibility Form - Available at https://wisconsinpva.org/forms
« Proof of Citizenship (birth certificate, passport, immigration or naturalization paperwork)
« Proof of Active Duty Service in the Armed Forces and character of discharge other than
dishonorable (DD-214)
« Medical Documentation of SCI/D, MS or ALS (physician's statement or medical records)

Questions? Please call the office at (414) 328-8910 or email \
info@wisconsinpva.org. e



mailto:info@wisconsinpva.org

PVA-WI MEMBERSHIP

BENEFITS

® Adaptlve Sports Program

B Through our Adaptive Sports

B Program, PVA-WI offers our life and

& Ml associate members financial
= support to encourage participation

in competitive, and community-based activities.

For specific reimbursement amounts and
guidelines, please see the ‘Adaptive Sports
Program Policy and Procedure’

at https://wisconsinpva.org/formspolicies-
procedures.

@ Entertainment & Recreation
Program

Enjoy life’s moments! Through

® our Entertainment/Recreation

| Program, life members can

" receive up to $250, twice a year,
to spend on entertainment or recreation.
Get out of the house, enjoy something fun
and having hobbies are important for overall
well-being. This program may be used to go
out to dinner, the movies, a concert, etc. It
can also be used to purchase recreational
items such as a new bowling ball, wood
working tools, photography equipment,etc.

@ InvestFit Program

Invest in your health! PVA-WI
will reimburse life members up
to 50% of the cost (maximum

\ $500 per year) for one piece of
exercise equipment valued at $200 or
more, with prior VA PT/OT approval.

®) Hardship Grant

When unexpected financial
challenges arise, PVA-WI offers
life members a $1,000
Hardship Assistance Grant for
members who have exhausted all other
forms of assistance. This grant helps cover

iPVA

Paralyzed Veterans of America

Wisconsin Chapter

®) Adaptive Technology &
Assistance Grant

;-:-"’";;“”ﬁ. ACY
_i i ™,
~— assistance is available to life
members for accessibility
modifications or adaptive technology needs
not covered by other sources like VA, SAH,
HISA, or other grants.

Improve independence at home
or on the road! Funding

@ Famlly Scholarship

= PVA-WI offers up to a $1,000

' scholarship for our life members
® and their families. Eligibility is
~.* = opento PVA-WI members, as well
as their spouse, children, and grandchildren.
This scholarship opportunity is not available to
associate members or their dependents.

©) Virginia "Bea" Root & Kathy
Welter Research and Education
Scholarship

~  PVA-WIlis proud to offer an annual
g% SCI Professional Scholarship to
f} 4 support SCl care in WI. This

" scholarship is up to $1,000, helps
SCI staff advance their education and skills
while strengthening care for veterans.

For details on eligibility,
application requirements, and
more information, please review
the program’s Policy and
Procedure. You can access it by

AN NVOS

scanning the QR code or visiting:
https://wisconsinpva.org/formsp
olicies-procedures.

the cost of essential needs and provides
meaningful support when it’s needed most.
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Ways to Support PVA-WI

o

Employee Matching
Does your employer have a matching gift program? Please check with your
employer’s human resources department for details. PVA-WI is happy to provide
any other information your company may need to satisfy the requirements.

Donor-Advised Funds (DAF)
Using a charitable giving account is another powerful way to put your charitable
dollars to work. This method eliminates capital gains on donated stocks. Use the DAF
donation tool at www.wisconsinpva.org/be-our-hero-and-make-difference-today.

Legacy Society
Join our Legacy Society by making a bequest or other estate gift to assure the
sustainability of our organization. Visit www.wisconsinpva.org/planned-giving.
You can also leave a legacy through QCD donations using the QCD donation
tool: https://app.lifelegacy.io/gcd?partner=pva-wi

Shop for Good
You can make a meaningful difference in the lives of our hospitalized veterans by
purchasing items from our Amazon or Walmart Registries.

Join VoterVoice
Advocate for our members with their unique needs to assure that Wisconsin is
accessible for all! Join our advocacy team by visiting our Call to Action Center at
www.votervoice.net/PVAWI/Home.

Stock Donations

You can donate appreciated, stocks, bonds, or mutual funds, which upon transfer,

would be tax deductible. Please consult your financial advisor and submit any
guestions to info@wisconsinpva.org.

ONp
Platinum Charity *. ‘ﬂ .
;r{?;;pﬂreﬁﬂy Navigator 3 ACCREDITED
a8 CHARITY 2025 TOP-RATED
Candid = “
i + FOUR-STAR +

A
¢ONPRO('\
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Limited space remaining.
Register now to ensure your
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Join PVA-WI| on Thursday, July 16th, 2026, at 5:30AM at
the Reefpoint Marina for charter boat fishing!

EVENT DETAILS:

¢ Please register below no later than July 10, 2026

e PVA-WI Life Members and one guest receive priority for openings.
Associate Members will be placed on a standby list, but there are
typically plenty of spots available, so we encourage everyone to
apply. Hotel rooms (for travel greater than 50 miles) and other
reimbursements are available to PVA-WI members/associate
members through our Adaptive Sports Reimbursement Policy.

e Enjoy a delicious breakfast beforehand, followed by lunch and
special prizes once all the boats return. Snacks will be provided
for you to enjoy while you’re on the water.

¢ Don’t forget to bring sunblock, any necessary medicine/medical
supplies, and wear appropriate clothing for a fun and safe adventure!

Reefpoint Marina Registration
2 Christopher Columbus, Click Here or scan
Racine, WI 53403 7 the QR code



https://www.bing.com/maps?osid=3d9a4b0e-2588-44d7-9fcd-23ffef3230ec&cp=42.730323~-87.786577&lvl=16&pi=0&imgid=4059d17b-85e5-4a10-b2c6-5f76cad70e49&v=2&sV=2&form=S00027
https://www.bing.com/maps?osid=3d9a4b0e-2588-44d7-9fcd-23ffef3230ec&cp=42.730323~-87.786577&lvl=16&pi=0&imgid=4059d17b-85e5-4a10-b2c6-5f76cad70e49&v=2&sV=2&form=S00027
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=3tMR3NR2JUWpIjukeDI654LckwKyiA1Cv_8NBm44Qh5UNzZER0FRMDVDMENFNFJDRE84TDYyU1hKVS4u&origin=lprLink&route=shorturl

Paralyred Veterans of Amarica

PVA-WI AN HI.IAI.

MEMBERSHIP
Y % BANQUET % %

JOIN US FOR LUNCH, CAMARADERIE, RAFFLE
BASKETS, ONLINE & SILENT AUCTIONS!

SEPTEMBER13

11:00 AM AT INGLESIDE HOTEL
2810 GOLF RD, PEWAUKEE, Wi

TICKET: $30.00

***LIFE MEMBERS RECEIVE 30 RAFFLE TICKETS
UPON ARRIVAL***

DRESS CODE
% Business casual attire required (collared button-

down shirts, polos, blouses, sweaters, cardigans, etc)

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

% Scan the QR Code at the top left or visit
https://paralyzedveteransofamericawisconsinch
apter-bloom.kindful.com/e/2026-annual-
membership-banquet



https://paralyzedveteransofamericawisconsinchapter-bloom.kindful.com/e/2026-annual-membership-banquet
https://paralyzedveteransofamericawisconsinchapter-bloom.kindful.com/e/2026-annual-membership-banquet
https://paralyzedveteransofamericawisconsinchapter-bloom.kindful.com/e/2026-annual-membership-banquet

LIWES WALK TO
DEFEAT
ALS

Join Our Team!
Paralyzed Veterans of
America - Wisconsin
Chapter

SUNDAY,

0CT 4

GREENFIELD PARK
2028 $124™ sT
WEST ALLIS, WI

Walk check-in 8:30 AM
Walk starts 10:00 AM
Walk distance: 1.3 mi

REGISTER TODAY!
HTTPS://WISCONSINPVA.ORG/EVENT
S/OCT-4-WALK-TO-DEFEAT-ALS

9
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Patriotic Word Scramble
* * *
EW ETH ELPOEP

EFIL , YTREBIL, DNA EHT TSIUPRU

FO SSENIPPAH

ENO NOITAN REDNU DOG

DNAL FO EHT EERF, EMOH

FO EHT EVARB

I EGDELP EENCGLAIAL oT EHT

LOOKING FOR THE ANSWERS?

Find them near the bottom of page 14 on
| the right-hand side!

10

GLAF




SCAN HERE

ADAPTIVE SPORTS
PROGRAM

SCAN HERE

ENTERTAINMENT &
RECREATION
PROGRAM

SCAN HERE

PVA NATIONAL
FITNESS + WELLNESS
PROGRAM

"Il.

e E }= i

MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR BENEFITS!

Did you know eligible members can use the PVA-WI Adaptive Sports
Program and/or the Entertainment & Recreation Program to support your
fitness/weight loss goals?

PVA-WI is proud to partner with Justin “JP” Plesnik of Ryzing Fithess to
offer members in Southeastern Wisconsin access to private training
sessions. JP specializes in working with individuals with spinal cord
injuries and provides adaptive fithess training, including aqua
endurance, to help you build strength, mobility, and confidence.

PVA-WI Life Members can also take advantage of the bi-annual
Entertainment & Recreation Program reimbursement—up to $250—to
put toward a gym membership or other fitness-related activities in your
area.

PVA National has launched the Fitness + Wellness Program, a free
opportunity powered by Warrior Strong and designed specifically for
veterans living with mobility challenges. This inclusive program offers
expert-led virtual classes that can be accessed right from the comfort
of your home, making it easy to stay active no matter your schedule or
ability level. Scan the QR code our use this URL to register:
https://shorturl.at/OLzxn

9 Baritastic - Bariatric Tracker | Baritastic is a free app designed
,a(.\ Nutrition, Macros & Surgery fOF bOth Surgical and non‘surgical
ek kkk 94K weight loss journeys.

Features include:
e Track nutrition and daily water intake, set reminders for vitamins,
medications, water, protein shakes, and other healthy habits
e Create a photo timeline to visually document your progress
e Journal your journey by recording thoughts, uploading photos, and
tracking hunger and happiness levels
e Set personal goals and create accountability groups for support and
motivation
e Access a library of health-focused recipes
e Integrate with wearable fitness devices and share health/progress
data with participating healthcare providers and care teams
Disclaimer: The inclusion of Baritastic is provided for informational purposes only. PVA-WI does
not endorse, recommend, or guarantee any specific app, product, service, or company. Individuals
should consult with their healthcare provider before making decisions regarding weight loss,

nutrition, exercise, or medical care. Users are responsible for reviewing the app's privacy policies,
terms of use, and determining whether it meets their individual needs.

11
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TOURNAMENT

This past June, PVA-WI hosted our annual air
gun tournament at Shooter’s Sports Center in
Racine, Wisconsin. Special thanks to Gordy
Bartholomew and Shooter’s for their support in
making this event a success.

13



ONLY IN WISCONSIN

The New Glarus Brewing Company, and Only in
Wisconsin  Giving have been tremendous
supporters of PVA-WI for many years. Their
generosity has played an instrumental role in
helping send our members to the National
Veterans Wheelchair Games and supporting our
overall mission.

We had the privilege of presenting them with a
small token of our appreciation in recognition of
their continued partnership and unwavering
support. We were also honored to receive their
renewed commitment to supporting PVA-WI with
a ceremonial check presentation.

We are incredibly grateful for Deb and Dan, their
outstanding team, and the culture of giving they
have created. We never take any partnership,
sponsorship, or charitable contribution for
granted, and we are proud to work alongside
organizations that make such a meaningful
difference in the lives of our veterans.

Thank you for your continued support and for
helping us empower veterans across Wisconsin!

Give Back with a Gift Basket

Donation

Donate a gift basket to be raffled off at our

Annual Membership Banquet on
September 13, 2026!

Need ideas? Try one of these budget-
friendly baskets:

Movie Night: Popcorn, candy, and your
other favorite movie night treats
Coffee Break: Mug, small bag of coffee,
and biscotti

Game Night: Uno or card games, snacks,
and drinks

Pet Lover: Treats, toys, and a cute
accessory

Baking Fun: Cookie mix, spatula, and
sprinkles

Gardening Kit: Seeds, gloves, and a
small tool

Local Favorites: Items from local shops
or farmer's markets

Thank you for supporting our veterans.

Ship your basket or drop it off at:
PVA-WI

750 N Lincoln Memorial Dr, Ste 422
Milwaukee, Wl 53202

Word Scramble Key

We the People

Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness

One Nation Under God
Land of the Free, Home of the Brave
| Pledge Allegiance to the Flag

SIGN UP FOR E-DELIVERY & SAVE PVA-WI
$6 ON EVERY ISSUE!

newsletter.

To help us reduce costs and direct more resources toward our
programs and services, we encourage anyone who is able, to consider
choosing email-only delivery of the ROLL WITH US quarterly

Make the switch quickly and simply by scanning the QR code or

EE‘-"-'EEH: visiting the link below to receive future issues electronically.
Make the Switch: https://forms.office.com/r/95eGRdyNuy?origin=lprLink



https://forms.office.com/r/95eGRdyNuy?origin=lprLink
https://forms.office.com/r/95eGRdyNuy?origin=lprLink

PVA

The National Convention of Paralyzed Veterans
of America (PVA) recently celebrated eight

4 decades of dedicated service, advocacy, and

"\ leadership for veterans living with spinal cord
: injuries, disease/dysfunction, as well as
B multiple sclerosis and amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis. Members and delegates from across
the nation gathered to conduct organizational
business, discuss key legislative and healthcare
issues, elect leadership, and help shape PVA's
future direction. The convention highlighted
PVA's ongoing commitment to protecting
veterans' benefits, expanding accessibility, and
ensuring veterans with disabilities have the
resources and support needed to live
independent and fulfilling lives.

In the top photo, PVA-WI National Director
Scott Griffith and Executive Director Matt Seidl
present Paralyzed Veterans of America
National President Robert Thomas with two
checks totaling $8,000 in recognition of PVA’s
80 years of dedicated service. One check for
$4,000 was designated for the PVA Research
Fund and the other check for $4,000 was
designated for the PVA Education Fund.
15




mPVA ADVOCACY & LEGISLATION SEMINAR

Paralyzed Veterans of America

ING

Leterans 1OV

»> Pushing ARLINGTON, VA
Access .
Forward

Lucks the

BLUE.

e
DEFUND DEFEND - POLICE &

Christina Baurichter and Scott Griffith represented PVA-WI at the 2026 PVA Advocacy & Legislation Seminar in
Washington, D.C., joining chapter leaders from across the nation to meet with lawmakers and advocate for
policies that improve healthcare, benefits, accessibility, and quality of life for veterans with SCI/D, MS, and ALS.

Scan the QR code in the bottom-right photo (above) to view the complete 2026 Policy Priorities booklet.
16




Membership Spotlight

ADAPTIVE SPORTS PROGRAM SUPPORTS
CAESAR'S WINTER SPORTS GLINIC TRIP

With support from PVA-WI’s Adaptive Sports Program,
member Candice Caesar attended the 2026 National
Disabled Veterans Winter Sports Clinic, where she
reconnected with her community, challenged herself, and
fully embraced adaptive sports in a welcoming environment.

Candice had the following to say about her attendance:

I attended the National Disabled Winter Sports Clinic for my
second consecutive year, and despite new leadership and
different snow conditions, the experience was just as
incredible as ever. I went with the intention of reconnecting
with my community, and it truly delivered, offering a space
where I could take off my mask, be myself, recharge, and
fully engage without any barriers. There is nothing like
being around your own.

This year, I tried fly fishing and even learned to make a fly.
While I did not catch any fish, I had plenty of nibbles and
even more fun. I had a blast participating in sled hockey and
spent two half days skiing that were filled with nonstop
laughter as I embraced being out on the snow as a newer
skier.

Beyond my own activities, it was inspiring
to see other veterans enjoying curling,
rock climbing, scuba diving in a pool, and
trips into Aspen or the hot springs. The
clinic reinforced my belief that motion is
lotion—staying active, trying new things,
and making the most of every moment is

what it is all about. There was truly

something for everyone, and if you have
never been, I highly suggest you attend at
least once.

17



National
Multiple Sclerosis
Society

On May 3, 2026, PVA-WI was
proud to sponsor the National MS
Society’'s MS Walk in Milwaukee
and host a resource table at the

event.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to
everyone who joined Team PVA-
WI in walking the Summerfest
grounds to support those living
with MS.

A special shout-out goes to
Russell Toeller, PVA-WI's MS
point of contact, for engaging with

attendees, participating in  the ____f‘iﬁf'rm-gvouwmmnsms

walk, and helping staff the PVA-
WI booth.

[r— [
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sell Toeller, PVA-WI
Point of Contact
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Phil Rosenberg
Memorial Trap Shoot

New Franken, W1 2026

PVA-WI recently hosted its annual
Adaptive Trap Shoot, a national circuit
event. Competitors participated
across 15 different classifications, with
first and second place awards
presented in each event. We would like
to take a moment to recognize and
congratulate our outstanding
champions. A special congratulations
goes to Dave David, who earned 1st
Place High Overall SCI Shooter and
Team Wisconsin-1 for capturing 1st
Place Team honors.




olH ANNUAL
ADAPTIVE SPORTS
BOOT GAMP 2026

On June 2-3, PVA-WI proudly hosted its 5th Annual Adaptive
Sports Boot Camp at the Milwaukee County Sports Complex,
bringing together members for two days of activity, discovery,
and connection.

Participants had the opportunity to explore a wide range of
adaptive sports and recreational activities, including field,
tennis, bags, boccia, pickleball, air rifle, adaptive fitness,
basketball, softball, disc golf, and cycling. The event offered
something for everyone, regardless of skill level, ability level,
or experience, and encouraged participants to try new
activities in a supportive environment.

This year’s Boot Camp was a tremendous success and a
powerful reflection of the strength, determination, and
resilience of our members. We are incredibly proud of each
participant who stepped outside their comfort zone,
challenged themselves, and embraced new opportunities.

The event would not have been possible without the
dedication of our outstanding volunteers. Their hard work,
encouragement, and enthusiasm helped create a welcoming,
positive, and empowering experience for all involved.
Together, we continue to build strength, independence,
confidence, and community.

During this year’s event, we were also honored to recognize
two long-time and beloved volunteers for their exceptional
contributions. Holly Lauler was presented with the 2025
Patricia “Patty” Wiseman Volunteer Award, and Victoria
Bunchek received the prestigious 2025 Donald G. “Don”
Schmidt Sportsman Award.

Thank you to everyone who helped make this year’s Adaptive
Sports Boot Camp such a memorable and impactful
experience. We look forward to seeing you again next year!

20
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Victoria Buncheck

Donald G. “Don” Schmidt
Sportsman Award

Holly Lauer

2025 Patricia “Patty” Wiseman
Volunteer Award

EVENT PHOTOS INCLUDED
ON THE NEXT PAGES!













NSO REPORT

MS. BRENDA STENCIL, NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER (NSO)

Purple Heart Day
August 7th

Purple Heart Day is celebrated on August 7 and honors the brave men and women
who were wounded, or gave their life, while serving our great country. This is not a
federal holiday but provides the opportunity to reflect on everything that has gone
before us. Showing a simple act of kindness, attending events, or donating to veteran
organizations are all meaningful ways to thank veterans. While the requirements to
receive the medal have changed over time and continue to evolve today, the Purple
Heart is one of the most recognized and respected medals awarded to members of
the U.S. Armed Forces.

History

The Purple Heart is prestigious among America’s military decorations, honoring
those courageous men and women who have made remarkable sacrifices while
serving in the United States Armed Forces. As the nation’s oldest award, its
establishment dates back to 1782 when General George Washington created the
Badge of Military Merit, which would later evolve into the Purple Heart as we know it
today. The value of this celebrated decoration transcends time, continuing to hold
immense importance within the veteran community.

Recognizing their selflessness and courage, the Purple Heart pays tribute to service
members who have been wounded or lost their lives during their military duties. Over
the years, the criteria for the award have been refined, reinforcing the commitment
to honor those who have demonstrated courage in the face of adversity. This
prestigious accolade strengthens our community’s bonds, uniting us in our shared
respect for our brave service members’ exceptional determination and resilience.
Beyond its significance as a prestigious military decoration, the Purple Heart comes
with a range of benefits for the deserving recipients and their families.

Key VA and Federal Benefits

e Prioritized Health Care: Purple Heart recipients receive enhanced VA benefits,
including automatic placement in Priority Group 3, which exempts them from VA
copayments for inpatient and outpatient care.

e VA Claim Processing: Claims are prioritized and expedited, with Priority Group 1

consideration.
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e Education: Purple Heart recipients who served on active duty after September 10,
2001, are eligible for 100% of the Post-9/11 Gl Bill benefits, regardless of time in
service.

e Yellow Ribbon Program: Purple Heart recipients can transfer benefits to
dependents, and they are eligible for the Yellow Ribbon Program. This program
can help pay for higher out-of-state, private school, foreign school, or graduate
school tuition and fees that the Post-9/11 GI Bill does not cover.

e Federal Hiring Preference: Purple Heart recipients with an honorable discharge
receive preferential hiring in government jobs.

e Home Loan Funding Fee Exemption: Veterans receiving disability compensation
and active-duty members with a Purple Heart are exempt from the VA funding
fee, regardless of disability rating.

e Commissary and Military Welfare and Recreation MWR Access: Purple Heart
recipients and their caregivers have full access to military commissaries,
exchanges, and Morale, Welfare, and Recreation (MWR) facilities.

e Burial: Purple Heart recipients are eligible for burial at Arlington National
Cemetery and other VA national cemeteries.

Key Wisconsin Purple Heart Benefits

e Wisconsin Gl Bill: While typically for service-connected disability, Purple Heart
recipients may find expedited access to education benefits (tuition remission for
8 semesters) at UW or technical colleges.

e Hunting and Fishing Licenses: Residents with a Purple Heart can purchase a
Conservation Patron license for $10.

e Bear/Turkey/Elk Hunting: One-time transfer of a Class A Bear license and
eligibility to purchase a spring turkey harvest authorization without a drawing.
Eligible to submit an elk hunting application, whether a resident or nonresident.

e Specialized Purple Heart license plate.

e Purple Heart Pass: A Milwaukee County-initiated program (for Wisconsin
recipients/residents) granting free access to various venues and attractions
across Wisconsin. Some of the participating venues include but are not limited to
the Milwaukee County Zoo, Milwaukee Art Museum, EAA Museum in Oshkosh, and
the Highground Veterans Memorial Park in Neillsville. You may contact Milwaukee
County Veterans Service Office for more information at (414) 266-1234.
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FREEDOM TO DRIVE, FREEDOM TO LIVE.

Proudly delivering Independence Through Transportation to veterans since 1978.

Why Rollx Vans

Custom-built vans, Expert guidance to Free home delivery
specially designed for navigate VA benefits with professional

veterans. and funding. service nationwide.

Call us today at 800-956-6668 or visit www.RollxVans.com to learn
how we can help you reclaim your independence and save up to $3,000
on your Rollx Van.

FREE DELIVERY NATIONWIDE
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Out in Town

VA REC Therapy Visits

Sprecher Brewering

PVA-WI was proud to sponsor the recent Milwaukee
VA Spinal Cord Injury (SCI) Recreational Therapy
visit to the Sprecher Brewery in Milwaukee, WI.
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1. ROLL WITH US Quarterly Newsletter Satisfaction

Your input matters! Please complete the ROLL WITH US Quarterly
Newsletter Satisfaction Survey to help us improve future issues by
sharing your feedback and ideas. Scan the QR code or visit:
https://forms.office.com/r/EFxRFvOqfB?origin=lprLink

2. Medical Emergency Red Dog Tag Program
Traditional medical bracelets can be bulky and uncomfortable. That’s
why PVA-WI is offering members a FREE medical emergency red dog
tag—an easy, lightweight alternative for peace of mind. Scan the QR
code or visit: https://forms.office.com/r/NS5SmPOzVf?origin=lprLink

to request yours today!
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PVA-WI CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP ®
Life Members: 336 o

NEW: Raymond L. Hays, Ronald D. Dusenberry,
Vincent S. Russ, Daniel J. Klingbiel, Lyle O.
Dingman, Alan W. Searl, James T. Ayotte, Danny
J. Trewartha, Melissa S. Mitchler, Jennifer J.
Moldenhauer, Danette Phillips, James R. Krebs,
Patrick P. Doliusky, Mitchell A. Bocik, Robert E.
Turner, Keith A. Rutzinski

Associate Members: 202
NEW: Phillip A. Anderson, Patricia M. Anderson

Final Bugle:
Leslie A. Derr, Martin A. Peters

Printed by Shorewood Press, 1700 E Capitol Drive, Shorewood, Wl 53211

Disclaimer: Any events, products, services, or advertisements appearing in this newsletter are produced by or hosted
by the listed organization(s). The Chapter does not endorse and shall not be held liable for any claims made against
said organization(s).

If you have read this far...were you able to spot all 11 hidden toy soldiers?
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	SPINAL CORD INJURY SERVICE INFORMATION
	These resources are available statewide to all qualified Wisconsin residents.  Please call (414) 384- 2000 or (888) 469-6614 and the extension listed below for services.
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	EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
	Members & Supporters:
	Before I get down to business, I wanted to take a moment to wish everyone a Happy Fourth of July! This year is especially significant as our nation commemorates the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence—a historic milestone that invites us to reflect on the courage, sacrifice, and enduring spirit that has shaped the United States over the past two and a half centuries. As we gather with family, friends, and fellow Americans, let us honor those who have defended our freedoms, remember the values that unite us, and take pride in the remarkable legacy of our nation.
	Programmatically, many of our 2026 events have already come and gone, while planning for our remaining events is either complete or well underway. These programs remain central to our mission and provide critical opportunities for engagement, wellness, recreation, and community building.
	With regard to membership, we continue to see strong growth in recruitment, due in large part to the outstanding work of our National Service Officer, Brenda. For outreach this quarter, we will  have a booth at EAA AirVenture in Oshkosh from July 20–26, providing another valuable opportunity to connect with veterans, supporters, and members of the public.
	Operationally, we have continued making meaningful improvements to enhance both efficiency and accessibility. Our website has been updated with new content and functionality, with additional enhancements scheduled for the coming quarter. To make information easier to find, policies for each program are now located directly alongside the corresponding application/form. With that project complete, our focus is shifting to updating our employment and human resources manual, as well as developing standard operating procedures for day-to-day tasks that do not already have documented processes. These efforts will help ensure consistency, accuracy, and smoother transitions in the future.
	This quarter, we also undertook a major records management project, digitizing years of historical files and records to improve organization, accessibility, and long-term preservation. As the fiscal year gets closer to its end, we are focused on finishing strong. It has been wonderful speaking with many of you and seeing some of you at our events throughout the year. I remain grateful for the continued support of our Board of Directors, staff, volunteers, and members as we work together to advance our mission and serve those who rely on us every day.
	Thank you for your continued support, commitment, and dedication to PVA-WI and the veterans we proudly serve.
	Respectfully, Matt Seidl Executive Director

	PVA-WI  2026-2027
	DO YOU WANT TO JOIN THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND MAKE A MEANINGFUL IMPACT ON OUR ORGANIZATION’S GOVERNANCE?
	Nominations now being accepted: July 31, 2026 deadline
	Certification requires:


	PVA-WI MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
	Adaptive Sports Program
	Entertainment & Recreation Program
	Family Scholarship
	InvestFit Program
	Hardship Grant
	For details on eligibility, application requirements, and more information, please review the program’s Policy and Procedure. You can access it by scanning the QR code or visiting: https://wisconsinpva.org/formspolicies-procedures.


	Ways to Support PVA-WI
	EVENT DETAILS:
	Reefpoint Marina
	Registration

	Scan the QR Code at the top left or visit https://paralyzedveteransofamericawisconsinchapter-bloom.kindful.com/e/2026-annual-membership-banquet
	REGISTER TODAY! HTTPS://WISCONSINPVA.ORG/EVENTS/OCT-4-WALK-TO-DEFEAT-ALS
	1.

	Patriotic Word Scramble
	2.
	3.
	4.
	5.
	LOOKING FOR THE ANSWERS?

	Health & Wellness
	PVA NATIONAL FITNESS + WELLNESS PROGRAM
	MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR BENEFITS!
	Did you know eligible members can use the PVA-WI Adaptive Sports Program and/or the Entertainment & Recreation Program to support your fitness/weight loss goals?
	PVA-WI is proud to partner with Justin “JP” Plesnik of Ryzing Fitness to offer members in Southeastern Wisconsin access to private training sessions. JP specializes in working with individuals with spinal cord injuries and provides adaptive fitness training, including aqua endurance, to help you build strength, mobility, and confidence.
	PVA-WI Life Members can also take advantage of the bi-annual Entertainment & Recreation Program reimbursement—up to $250—to put toward a gym membership or other fitness-related activities in your area.
	ADAPTIVE SPORTS PROGRAM
	PVA National has launched the Fitness + Wellness Program, a free opportunity powered by Warrior Strong and designed specifically for veterans living with mobility challenges. This inclusive program offers expert-led virtual classes that can be accessed right from the comfort of your home, making it easy to stay active no matter your schedule or ability level. Scan the QR code our use this URL to register: https://shorturl.at/0Lzxn
	Baritastic is a free app designed for both surgical and non-surgical weight loss journeys.
	Features include:
	Track nutrition and daily water intake, set reminders for vitamins, medications, water, protein shakes, and other healthy habits
	Create a photo timeline to visually document your progress
	Journal your journey by recording thoughts, uploading photos, and tracking hunger and happiness levels
	Set personal goals and create accountability groups for support and motivation
	Access a library of health-focused recipes
	Integrate with wearable fitness devices and share health/progress data with participating healthcare providers and care teams


	ENTERTAINMENT & RECREATION PROGRAM


	Only In Wisconsin
	Give Back with a Gift Basket Donation
	Thank you for supporting our veterans.

	Word Scramble Key
	SIGN UP FOR E-DELIVERY & SAVE PVA-WI $6 ON EVERY ISSUE!

	PVA NATIONAL CONVENTION 2026
	The National Convention of Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA) recently celebrated eight decades of dedicated service, advocacy, and leadership for veterans living with spinal cord injuries, disease/dysfunction, as well as multiple sclerosis and amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. Members and delegates from across the nation gathered to conduct organizational business, discuss key legislative and healthcare issues, elect leadership, and help shape PVA's future direction. The convention highlighted PVA's ongoing commitment to protecting veterans' benefits, expanding accessibility, and ensuring veterans with disabilities have the resources and support needed to live independent and fulfilling lives.
	In the top photo, PVA-WI National Director Scott Griffith and Executive Director Matt Seidl present Paralyzed Veterans of America National President Robert Thomas with two checks totaling $8,000 in recognition of PVA’s 80 years of dedicated service. One check for $4,000 was designated for the PVA Research Fund and the other check for $4,000 was designated for the PVA Education Fund.
	Membership Spotlight

	ADAPTIVE SPORTS PROGRAM SUPPORTS CAESAR’S WINTER SPORTS CLINIC TRIP
	Russell Toeller, PVA-WI MS Point of Contact

	Phil Rosenberg Memorial Trap Shoot
	PVA-WI recently hosted its annual Adaptive Trap Shoot, a national circuit event. Competitors participated across 15 different classifications, with first and second place awards presented in each event. We would like to take a moment to recognize and congratulate our outstanding champions. A special congratulations goes to Dave David, who earned 1st Place High Overall SCI Shooter and Team Wisconsin-1 for capturing 1st Place Team honors.

	5TH ANNUAL ADAPTIVE SPORTS BOOT CAMP 2026
	On June 2–3, PVA-WI proudly hosted its 5th Annual Adaptive Sports Boot Camp at the Milwaukee County Sports Complex, bringing together members for two days of activity, discovery, and connection.
	Participants had the opportunity to explore a wide range of adaptive sports and recreational activities, including field, tennis, bags, boccia, pickleball, air rifle, adaptive fitness, basketball, softball, disc golf, and cycling. The event offered something for everyone, regardless of skill level, ability level, or experience, and encouraged participants to try new activities in a supportive environment.
	This year’s Boot Camp was a tremendous success and a powerful reflection of the strength, determination, and resilience of our members. We are incredibly proud of each participant who stepped outside their comfort zone, challenged themselves, and embraced new opportunities.
	The event would not have been possible without the dedication of our outstanding volunteers. Their hard work, encouragement, and enthusiasm helped create a welcoming, positive, and empowering experience for all involved. Together, we continue to build strength, independence, confidence, and community.
	During this year’s event, we were also honored to recognize two long-time and beloved volunteers for their exceptional contributions. Holly Lauler was presented with the 2025 Patricia “Patty” Wiseman Volunteer Award, and Victoria Bunchek received the prestigious 2025 Donald G. “Don” Schmidt Sportsman Award.
	Thank you to everyone who helped make this year’s Adaptive Sports Boot Camp such a memorable and impactful experience. We look forward to seeing you again next year!
	Victoria Buncheck
	Holly Lauer

	EVENT PHOTOS INCLUDED ON THE NEXT PAGES!
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